
SERM ON D ISCU SSIO N GU ID E    3 . 18 . 18  

UP HI LL –  P I LA T E’ S  BA LCO NY  

OP EN  

Discuss a time you made a ‘good’ decision and discuss a time you ‘went 
with the crowd’ and made a ‘bad’ decision 

REF L EC T  

How some decisions have lifetime consequences.   

Also, how we can choose something, but we don’t get to control the 
consequences. 

Past mistakes limit future options 

 
Read Luke 22-23, Matthew 27 
What did you learn from this sermon?  
What stood out to you from this portion of Scripture? 
Where did Jesus’ trial take place? 
Why was Jesus brought to Pilate?   
When did Pilate’s wife warn him about Jesus (Matt 27:19)? 
How did Pilate’s desire to ‘satisfy the crowd’ (Mark 15:15) affect his 
decision? 
Why did Pilate want ‘an easy out’? 
What decision was Pilate really making? 
What did Pilate do to try and ‘get out of having to make a decision?’   
What was the reason Jesus returned to Pilate? 
How many times did Pilate make the right choice?  How many times the 
wrong choice? 
How did this sermon challenge you?   



How do Scriptures such as Matthew 27:22; Proverbs 13:20; 14:12; Isaiah 
30:21; Matthew 7:13-14 challenge believers to grow in their faith? 
 
AP P LY  
How do these passages challenge you to live differently?  
How has wanting an ‘easy out’ affected your decision making? 
Lynn quoted “We make our decisions and our decisions make us” What 
does this mean for you? 
How will you decide to make the right choice, repeatedly, even when its 
costly? 

MEM OR IZ E  Galatians 6:7-8 
Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also 
reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but 
the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. 

P RAY  

 Pray for God to help you make wise, godly decision; To lead others to 
make wise and godly decision. 

NEX T ST EP S:  Here at FCC we seek to be a transforming community that 
makes disciples who make disciples and shows compassion to others. As 
disciples, we are called to be on mission / change agents who follow God’s 
rescuing purposes for our community and the world. 

If you are not involved, here are a few ways to help you do that: 

1. Grow in community by getting plugged in to our Sunday Educational 
classes, join a Small Group, or other periodic events here at FCC. 

2. Serve! We all have a responsibility and gifting to be used for others – 
Ephesians 4. You have gifts, talents, and abilities that need to be used for 
God’s glory. To figure out what place might be best for you, visit 
http://myfcc.church/ serve/volunteer-opportunities/ 

3. Check out our Belong class. Here you can learn all about FCC, how to get 
connected, and how you can partner with us in God’s plan for this world! 


