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OPEN  

When was a time in which you had always done something one way until you 
found out a better way to do it?  

What was that experience like?  

How did you feel after finding the better way? 

REFLECT  

R E A D  M A T T H E W  9  

What did you learn from this sermon?  

What stood out to you from this portion of Scripture? 

Why were the religious leaders upset that Jesus was eating with tax collectors?   

How were tax collectors viewed in society?   

Where did the money they collected ultimately end up?   

Why would they be considered traitors? 

How does the story of Matthew being called to follow Jesus fit in with what 
Jesus is doing in the rest of the chapter? 

What role does hospitality play into reaching out to those who are ‘far’ from 
God? 

What other passages shows how hospitality is part of showing the love and 
forgiveness of God? 

 

 

 

 



 APPLY  

How does this passage challenge you to live differently? 

What are areas you need to grow in?  

What are some tangible next steps that you can use to grow in? 

Isaiah 58:6-9 shows what kind of ‘religiousness’ that God desires.  What steps 
can you take to grow in these? 

MEMORIZE  

Romans 12:20 (Prov. 25:21) 
“If your enemy is hungry, feed him;  if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 

 

PRAY  

Thank God for His hospitality and desire to seek relationship with you, when 
you were ‘far’ off.  Ask God to show you opportunities to build relationships 
with others to lead them to seeking God. 

NEXT STEPS  

Here at FCC we seek to be a transforming community that makes disciples who make 
disciples, and shows compassion to others. As disciples, we are called to be on mission / 
change agents who follow God’s rescuing purposes for our community and the world. 

If you are not involved, here are a few ways to help you do that: 

1. Grow in community by getting plugged in to our Sunday Educational classes, join a 
small group, or other periodic events here at FCC. 

2. Serve! We all have a responsibility and gifting to be used for others – Ephesians 
4. You have gifts, talents, and abilities that need to be used for God’s glory. To figure 
out what place might be best for you, visit http://myfcc.church/serve/volunteer-
opportunities/ 

3. Check out our Belong class. Here you can learn all about FCC, how to get connected, 
and how you can partner with us in God’s plan for this world! 


